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EcoLeague Project Ideas

· Rejuvenating Black Creek:  The students of Chaminade College School have undertaken a project to rejuvenate Black Creek. They have cleaned up the garbage in the creek and restocked the creek with brown trout.  Through participation at the conference, the students were able to gain the necessary expert advice and information from community/business/government representatives to help them with the next stage of their project, the removal of concrete barriers along the Black Creek bank.

· Sustaining Emery Creek:  Students at Emery Collegiate conducted chemical testing and invertebrate sampling for their project, to help improve the water quality of Emery Creek, making it more inhabitable for aquatic life.

· Recycling at King City Secondary:  The action teams from King City Secondary organized a student lead recycling program at their school.  The students increased recycling at their school by 400% through increasing the number of recycling bins, painting them to make them more visible and working with school administration to schedule recycling times. 

· Project Revival:   The Students of Holy Cross Catholic Academy developed a butterfly garden and bird sanctuary, a memorial peace garden and a wildflower garden at their school.  In addition, they inspired action teams that attended the second Toronto Youth Action Conference by presenting a summary of how they implemented their project. 

· Raising Awareness Through Conference Creation: The students of Dunbarton High School hosted a sustainability conference for elementary schools in their region.  The sustainability conference included student-led and community-led workshops for elementary school students. At the follow up Youth Action Conference, this team of students presented their success story to students, teachers, government and community organization representatives, outlining how and why they hosted this event.  

· Recycling at Unionville High: Unionville High School’s EcoAction Club attended a Youth Action Conference with the goal of gathering information needed to run the student initiated recycling program at their school. After successfully implementing their project, the EcoAction Club presented their story to other students at the second Toronto Youth Action Conference.  They explained how to examine school resources, create a step-by-step process and explore potential challenges and obstacles.  
· Sustainability Club: After attending the GTA spring Youth Action Conference, the students of Thornhill Secondary School started a sustainability club. To kick start the club, an Earth Day celebration was held and later action projects were initiated in their school including energy conservation program, recycling project, tree planting, and peer mentoring.

· Black creek project and Lavender creek restoration, combined with school naturalization:  The students of Archbishop Romero had implemented an extensive water quality monitoring program, and conservation program to clean up the Black Creek and reduce waste in their school. Students from this school participated in a Youth Action Conference with their teachers and presented a hands-on workshop to other students teaching how to test for water quality. Participants learned interesting science experiments to be used to monitor the environment and how to plan their own recycling and clean up campaign.  At the conference, the students of Archbishop Romero were able to gather important information from experts on how to continue and expand on their current restoration project. 

· Celebration of Life Assembly: The students of Blossom Park Public School developed a plan to transform the asphalt in the schoolyard into an outdoor environmental classroom, including nut tree plantings, a schoolyard naturalization project, a school recycling program and work with the Destination Conservation initiative.  Upon completion of the project, a dedication ceremony was held in memory of a staff member from the school.  Blossom Park was named winner of the National Wildlife Festivals Award for Excellence in Environmental Conservation. Michael Runtz, a well‑know interpretive naturalist, presented the award at a reception hosted by John Lacharite of CBC's Ottawa Morning.
· A Self Sufficient Classroom: The students of St. Patrick High School developed a plan to create a classroom portable that could run on alternative sources of energy.  This project meets the need for extra rooms in the school, reduce environmental waste and emissions while providing a small-scale model of how to improve and promote a sustainable community. 
· Frontenac Greenspace Creation: The students of Frontenac Public School worked on the revitalization and naturalization of the front yard of their school.  They created a quiet space with greenery, benches, birdhouses, art, a fence and composter.  This area will be used as an environmental study area and quiet sitting area.  It will add to the overall aesthetic value of the building and enhance the neighbourhood.  Students have gained an increased awareness of ecosystems, native plants, natural pesticides, and composting.
